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Registration for 2018/2019
School Readiness Preschool

 Current Students (2017/2018 SR Families and Leap-n-
Learn Families):   March 1 – 9
Esko Residents:   March 12 – 16
General Public:   March 19 – 23

School Readiness is a program for children ages three through 
five years of age.  We are a 4-Star Rated Parent Aware program 
and are staffed by qualified teachers who are licensed in Early 
Childhood Education.  Through use of age appropriate curricu-
lum, we run a hands-on and fun learning environment.  We fo-
cus on the individual child’s needs to promote a healthy love for 
learning.  

All children must be potty trained by the start of class.

3’S ClaSS offEREd:  
Mondays & Friday   

(Children must be age 3 by 9/1/18)
AM class only:  8:30 – 11am

4’S ClaSSES offEREd:  
Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays 
(Children must be age 4 by 9/1/18)

AM class:  
Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays from 8:30 – 11am

PM class:  
Tuesdays and Thursdays 12:30 – 3pm

Wednesdays 11:45 –  2:15pm

King: Ryan Pantsar, Senior
Queen: Rachel Pantsar, Sophomore

Snowball

March 12-14 2018 
Currently enrolled in Cool Kids Program

March 19-21 2018 
Open to all 4-year-olds to students in 5th grade for 

the 2018-2019 school year.
For the currently enrolled families, you will be 

emailed the link on Monday, March 12th at 12:00pm 
through our program, so please make sure your 

email is correct in the system.  For the new students 
enrolling, please watch our school website under 

Community Ed, Cool Kids registration as the link will 
be set up there on Monday, March 19th at 12:00pm.

Cool Kids
Summer Registration
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Crafter’s Overstock Supply Sale

I thought this book was a fun, 
magical read. A young girl named 
Luna was accidentally fed mag-
ic by a witch in the woods. Al-
though everyone thinks she is a 
bad witch, she actually is quite 
good. The young girl had no one 
to care for her, so the witch; her 
pet dragon and a swamp monster 

that is as old as the world take 
care of her and teach her kindness 
and love. As Luna’s 13th birthday 
draws nearer, her magic begins to 
blossom in a dangerous way. With 
the town hunting down the witch 
and Luna’s mother (who has been 
taken by madness and suddenly 
remembers she has a daughter) 

the story has many twists and 
turns. I believe this is a nice fun 
easy read for kids (4th grade and 
up) and adults to love. The author 
is from Minnesota and has 3 other 
books, one which is a Parent’s 
Choice Gold Award Winner. Go 
try it, you might find some magic 
in it for yourself! 

Do you have craft supplies that 
are crowding you out of your 
home? Maybe you are no longer 
making crafts and would like to sell 
off some of your supplies to put a 
little extra cash into your pocket. 
Please consider being a vendor at 
this sale! Spaces are available for 
$20 each. Spaces include a table 
and chair. Spaces are limited this 
year, so check your calendar and 
plan ahead! 

For more information contact Lyn 
349-1803 or Kim at 348-5104. 

Money from donut and coffee 
sales along with money from the 
raffle prize drawing will be donated 
to the BackPack program affiliated 
with Second Harvest.

Today in America over 46.5 mil-
lion people live in food insecure 
households – 12 million are children 
and 7 million are seniors. But it’s 
not just a national problem. Hunger 
exists right here in the Northland.

In fact, nearly 600 people per day 
receive food from a Northland food 
shelf or soup kitchen.

Right here in Northeastern Min-
nesota and Northwestern Wiscon-
sin: Fifteen percent (15%) of our 
population, or 51,298 people, live 
in poverty, Twelve-and-a-half per-
cent (12.5%) of people are food in-
secure meaning they don’t have ac-
cess at all times to enough food to 
live a healthy, active life, Twenty-
and-a-half percent (20.5%) of chil-
dren are food insecure, Thirty-five 
percent (35%) of people receiving 

assistance have a post-high school 
education (license, certification, 
some college, a two-year or four-
year degree), Twenty percent (20%) 
of households served have a mem-
ber who served in the US Armed 
Forces, military reserve or Na-
tional Guard, Sixty-seven percent 
(67%) of households served have a 
monthly income of $1,000 or less, 
Sixty-three percent (63%) of people 
served report choosing between 
paying for food and medicine or 
medical care; 59% utilities, 51% 
rent or mortgage, Fifty-two percent 
(52%) of households report work-
ing for pay in the last 12 months, 
Ninety-eight percent (98%) live in 
non-temporary housing (apartment, 
house, townhouse, military hous-
ing, mobile home, rented room), 
Thirty-eight percent (38%) report 
a member of their household with 
high blood pressure; 19% with dia-
betes, Sixty-eight percent (68%) re-
port participation in SNAP.

Hunger in america
How can 46.5 million people face 

hunger in a country that wastes bil-
lions of pounds of food? Here in 
America, there is more than enough 
food to feed every man, woman and 
child, yet one in six people, includ-
ing more than one in five children, 
face hunger.

Second Harvest Northern Lakes 
Food Bank, Feeding America’s lo-
cal affiliate, currently partners with 
the Duluth, Hermantown, Proctor, 

Esko, Cloquet, Barnum, Carlton, 
Moose Lake, Wrenshall, Two Har-
bors, Silver Bay, Grand Marais, 
Superior/Douglas County School 
and Maple/Northwestern Districts; 
the Head of the Lakes United Way, 
United Way of Carlton County and 
Superior/Douglas County; regional 
foundations, businesses and social/
religious organizations to provide 
food to children on weekends. Each 
week nearly 1,000 bags of food are 
provided to children throughout 
NE Minnesota and NW Wisconsin 
as part of our local BackPack Pro-
grams.

Second Harvest Northern Lakes 
Food Bank, much like other Feed-
ing America food banks throughout 
the nation, have the infrastructure 
and volunteers needed to support 
the BackPack Program. With ac-
cess to donated food, discounted 
purchasing, warehouse space, 
equipment, trucks and volunteers, 
Second Harvest provides a valuable 
link from food sources to children 
in need. Each month the food bank 
secures food items for the Back-
Pack Program. Food items include 
easy-to-open, easy-to-prepare, indi-
vidual or small serving size, foods. 
Items often include cereal, shelf-
stable milk, entrees or soup, fruits, 
vegetables, and snack items like 
granola bars, etc. Once the items 
are available at the food bank the 
BackPack menu is determined and 
volunteers are secured to pack the 
BackPack bags. Since discretion 

of this program is required, simple 
non-descript plastic bags are used 
to pack the products. The goal of 
the program is to have a pack of no 
more than six pounds which a child 
can easily carry home from school. 
Once items are packed, Second Har-
vest delivers the pre-packed bags 
to a designated location (school or 
temporary holding facility).

The BackPack Program requires 
over $117,000 in funding each year. 
A portion of funding is provided by 
generous foundations like the Or-
dean Foundation, Minnesota Power 
Foundation, the Northland Founda-
tion, Lloyd K. Johnson Foundation 
and others. The Head of the Lakes 
United Way and the United Way of 
Carlton County support the Back-
Pack Program. Businesses, social 
and religious organizations provide 
both financial and volunteer sup-
port. And, in the last six years over 
$195,000 was raised for the pro-
gram by Laura Plys and her family 
and friends who hold a fall “Proj-
ect Joy” event to honor Laura’s late 
husband and community leader Pat-
rick Plys.

Support is always needed by in-
dividuals, businesses, churches and 
social service organizations within 
the communities in which the Back-
Pack Program operates.

“I know you love me because 
you give me food,”

- Kindergartner, BackPack 
Program

April 21, 2018  •  9:00- AM - 2:00 PM
our Savior’s lutheran Church

615 12th St. Cloquet, MN

Read all about It! 
A recommendation from Gretchen Grover

The Girl Who drank the Moon
By Kelly Barnhill
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Community News

Northwood United Methodist Church 
will be holding a rummage sale during the 

annual Esko Community Rummage Sale on 
FridAy, MAy 11 - 

SaTURday, May 12 
from 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

(parking in the back of the Church).  
food concession stand will also be offered.  
All proceeds will go to the Northwood United 
Methodist Church’s Hurricane Relief Mission 

Trip to Tampa Florida in June. 

Esko	  Spring	  Rummage	  Sales	  
The	  annual	  Esko	  area	  rummage	  sales,	  a	  community	  service	  project	  of	  the	  Eager	  Eskomos	  Home	  Study	  

Group,	  will	  be	  held	  on	  Friday	  and	  Saturday	  May	  11	  and	  12.	  To	  rent	  a	  table(s)	  at	  the	  Thom son	  Township	  
Hall	  (Friday	  only),	  or	  to	  have	  your	  address	  listed	  on	  the	  map,	  please	  fill	  out	  the	  registration	  form	  and	  
mail	  by	  Friday,	  May	  4.	  It	  is	  im portant	  for	  us	  all	  to	  support	  this	  community	  effort	  by	  listing	  your	  sale	  on	  

the	  map	  and	  by	  mailing	  this	  form	  in	  early.	  For	  those	  renting	  tables	  at	  the	  township	  hall,	  doors	  will	  be	  
open	  at	  6:30	  AM	  for	  people	  to	  display	  items	  (on	  rental	  table	  only	  please).	  Please	  remove	  your	  articles	  
and	  boxes	  afterwards.	  Morning	  coffee	  and	  sweets	  will	  be	  served	  at	  Thomson	  Township	  Hall	  on	  Friday	  

only	  by	  the	  Eager	  Eskomo	  Home	  Study	  Group.	  	  
If	  you	  have	  questions	  call	  Pauline	  at	  879-‐4878	  or	  Verna	  879-‐6330.	  This	  community	  sale	  will	  be	  
advertised	  in	  the	  13	  different	  including	  the	  Duluth	  New	  Tribune,	  The	  Budgeteer,	  The	  Superior	  Telegraph,	  

The	  Northland	  Smart	  Shoppers	  and	  the	  Pine	  Journal	  ,	  as	  well	  as	  on	  the	  radio	  &	  TV.	  Profits	  from	  
registration	  and	  food	  sales	  will	  be	  donated	  to	  local	  service	  projects.	  	  
FREE	  MAPS	  will	  be	  available	  at	  8:00	  AM	  the	  day	  of	  the	  sale	  at	  the	  Esko	  Minit	  Mart	  and	  the	  Thomson	  

Township	  Hall.	  Friday	  tables	  sales	  at	  the	  Thomson	  Township	  Hall	  will	  close	  at	  2:00	  PM.	  	  
	  
Name______________________________________________________________	  

	  
Address________________________________________________________	  
	  

Telephone	  Number	  ______________________________________________	  
	  
$5.00	  for	  each	  table	  	  #	  of	  tables_____	  	  	  X	  $5	  each	  =	  ______	  

	  
$5.00	  for	  address	  on	  map	  
Please	  circle	  one	  	  	  	  	  Friday	  only	  	   	   Saturday	  only	   	   Both	  days	  

Total	  enclosed	  ____________	  (No	  refunds)	  
Make	  checks	  payable	  to	  Eager	  Eskomos	  Home	  Study	  Group	  and	  mail	  it	  with	  the	  registration	  by	  Friday	  
May	  11th	  to:	  

Eager	  Eskomos	  35	  Martha	  Rd	  Esko	  MN	  55733	  
Happy	  Rummaging!!	  

	  



Community Education
Updated Refund/Discount/Schol-

arship policy: Refunds can be given 
on classes that have not begun with 
notice 24 hours prior to the start of 
class. Once class has started, re-
funds can not be given. Discounts 
and scholarships are available for 
school readiness and ECFE classes 
with appropriate paperwork. Ask 
in the office for that information if 
needed. 

adUlT HEalTH 
& fITNESS

Cooking with Essential oils 
Learn the advantages of cook-

ing and baking with Essential Oils. 
This class will include recipes and 
snacks for you to try. We will share 
tips on using essential oils in foods, 
measurements, and all of the health 
benefits you will experience.

Time: 6:00 PM
Sessions: 1
Cost: $18.00
Instructor: Noreen Peterson 
Registrater by 04/14/2018
04/17/2018   6:00PM - 8:00PM
Esko Schools - S101

Boot Camp 

Looking forward to warmer 
weather? How about wearing sum-
mer clothes? Maybe it’s time to 
tone that body for swimsuit sea-
son! Bootcamp is a full hour of a 
mixture of conditioning with body-
weight exercises, plyometrics, agil-
ity, and some strength training and 
of course CORE!  From flipping 
tires to doing burpees you will get a 
mixture of a variety of exercises to 
get you to your highest level of fit-
ness.   Come ready to workout and 
bring WaTER!

Age Req: 16 +
Sessions: 7
Cost: $56.00
Esko Schools - 
Practice Gym Blue
5:00PM - 6:00PM  
03/07/2018  03/14/2018 
03/21/2018   04/04/2018 
04/11/2018   04/18/2018 
04/25/2018

Zumba 
It’s hard to believe but summer 

is right around the corner! It’s time 
to tone up and get ready for shorts 
and swimsuit season! Zumba is a 
fitness cardio workout that com-
bines Latin rhythms and easy-to-
follow moves that will make you 
forget you’re even working out! 
Our goal is simple...we want you to 
be healthy, to love working out and 
to enjoy exciting calorie burning, 
body energizing movements meant 
to be enjoyed throughout your life 
at any age! Join Melinda in a fun-
filled workout. Zumba is rated as 
one of our favorite classes through 
our recent class participant survey!

Cost: $30.00
Instructor: Melinda Vandervieren 
Esko Schools - Cafeteria
5:30PM - 6:30PM
03/05/2018   03/12/2018   
03/19/2018   04/09/2018    
04/16/2018   04/23/2018 
04/30/2018 05/07/2018 
05/14/2018    

PIyo 
define every inch of your body
Sweat, stretch, and strengthen in 
one low-impact, body-sculpting 
workout. PiYo LIVE cranks up 
the intensity and speed of tradi-
tional Pilates and yoga to help you 
shape sleek arms, flat abs, and a 
lifted butt—no equipment needed. 
Tuesdays at 5:45 PM $52.00, 
Fridays at 6:15 AM $52.00 or 
BOTH $87.00. Bring a yoga mat, 
water bottle and small towel

Instructor: Betsy Norman 
Esko Schools - Cafeteria
03/06/2018 5:45 - 6:45PM
03/09/2018 6:15 - 7:15AM 
03/13/2018  5:45 - 6:45PM 
03/16/2018  6:15 - 7:15AM 
03/20/2018  5:45 - 6:45PM 
03/23/2018  6:15 - 7:15AM 
04/03/2018  5:45 - 6:45PM 
04/06/2018  6:15 - 7:15AM 
04/10/2018  5:45 - 6:45PM 
04/13/2018  6:15 - 7:15AM 
04/17/2018  5:45 - 6:45PM 
04/20/2018  6:15 - 7:15AM 
04/24/2018  5:45 - 6:45PM 
04/27/2018   6:15AM - 7:15AM

adUlT aRTS

Lucky 7 Scrapbook Saturday
Come to the school cafeteria 

& spread out all of your favorite 
scrapbook supplies for a 6 hour day 
of non stop scrap time! There will 
games and prizes with 7 chances 
to win. Snacks will be provided, 
but bring a lunch if needed. Cre-
ative Memories scrapbook kits are 
available to purchase for the event.  
For more information contact Holly 
at ScrapinMemoriesWithHolly@
gmail.com

Saturday, March 17th
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Esko Cafeteria
$7.00

Rustic Chalkboard  
Power up with some power tools 

and your artistic ability! Create 
this gorgeous chalkboard for your 
home. The board measures 18 X 18 
inches. Cheryl from Hopping Wren 
furniture will provide all of the sup-
plies and instruction to create this 
unique and useful decor for your 
home. 

Cost: $55.00
Instructor: Cheryl Wiseneski 
03/22/2018   6:00 - 8:00PM
Register by 03/17/2018

don’t get tied up! Join the  
latest art craze!  
Create your own String art! 

Choose one of three designs: the 
state of Minnesota, Lake Superior, 
or your monogram  and create the 
newest craze in the art world- string 
art! Julie will provide all materials 
and you can choose your string col-
or when you arrive at the class. 

Cost: $30.00
04/25/2018   6:00 - 9:00PM
Esko Schools - S101
Register by 04/20/2018

Satisfy your crop craving! 
Celebrate National Scrapbook 
day with Holly.

Join Holly in the Esko cafeteria 
for a full day of scrapping. Price 
includes dinner, games, and prizes. 
Creative Memories recipe project is 
available to purchase from Holly.

Contact Holly at ScrapinWith-
Holly@gmail.com

Saturday April 28th 
9:00 AM- 7:00 PM
$18.00
Esko Cafeteria
Register by April 25th

yoUTH dRIvER 
EdUCaTIoN

driver’s Ed
This class provides students with 

a basic understanding of MN Traf-
fic Safety laws, and the complexi-
ties of driving.  It also gives par-
ticipants information necessary for 
acquiring a MN Learners permit 
upon successful completion of the 
written exam.  Students who were 
not born in Carlton County should 
begin to acquire their Certified 
Birth Certificate which is essential 
for taking the permit exam.  Stu-
dents should reach their 15th birth-
day by May 30th 2018..  Priority 
will be given to current 15 year olds 
who attend Esko Public Schools.  
Students must attend all 30 hours 
of training (a make-up day will be 
available).  You will need to sign up 
with a Driving School for behind 
the wheel lessons (at an additional 
cost) before the permit test.

NEW class component:
Students are required to Log 50 

hours driving time and this must be 
turned in to the DMV prior to the 
road skills test.  Attendance at the 
optional Parent Program can reduce 
the numbers of logged hours to 40.

Information on the Parent Pro-
gram will be provided at the first 
night of class.

We need 20 students to be able to 
run this class.  Cancellation fee of 
$15.00 will be charged for any can-
cellations out of this class.

 Age Req: 15 years old by June 1
Sessions: 10
Cost: $90.00
Instructor: Matt Berger  
Esko Schools - S231
6:00PM - 9:00PM
05/07/2018 05/08/2018   
05/09/2018   05/10/2018 
05/11/2018   05/14/2018   
05/15/2018 05/16/2018   
05/17/2018   05/18/2018   
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Community Education
SPoRTS CaMPS

Eskomo Baseball Camp 
Players will receive instruction 

from Esko baseball coaches, youth 
coaches and Eskomo baseball play-
ers. Throwing, hitting, and ground 
ball mechanics will be emphasized 
using a “rotating station” format. 
Pitching and catching mechanics 
and pitch development will also 
be instructed for those interested. 
Clinicians will tailor instruction at 
a level appropriate for your son- 
whether beginner or advanced. 
There will be something to learn for 
everyone!

***Little league evaluations will 
also be conducted during the camp. 
If your son is unable to attend the 
camp, but is playing baseball this 
summer, please make note when 
registering for little league when 
evaluations will be held. If your son 
attends the camp, he does not need 
to get evaluated again.

Age Req: Grade 5 & 6
Sessions: 4
Cost: $35.00
Esko Schools - Practice Gym
7:00PM - 8:00PM
03/05/2018   03/06/2018   
03/07/2018   03/08/2018    

Grade 3 & 4
Sessions: 4
Cost: $35.00
Esko Schools - Practice Gym
6:00PM - 7:00PM
03/05/2018 03/06/2018 
03/07/2018 03/08/2018  

afTER SCHool ClUBS

**Directly after school, students 
will meet for a snack and check-in 
in the cafeteria, then report to their 
club’s meeting spot. You may pick 
up your child at the East entrance 
(door #6). If your child will not be 
attending a scheduled club, please 
inform their teacher AND call the 
Community Education office at 
879-4038.**

Cribbage Club
Come and join us for Cribbage 

Club! Whether you are a beginner, 
or would like to improve your Crib-
bage skills, join us for this exciting 
club. We will even have a small 
tournament the last day of class! 
Instructor will provide Cribbage 
boards and cards. Register early, 
there are a limited number of spots.

Grade 3-6
Sessions: 4
Cost: $12.00 + $5 snack fee
Instructor: Jessica Uecher 
Esko Schools - E269
3:15PM - 4:30PM 
03/01/2018   03/08/2018   
03/15/2018   03/22/2018

Savannah’s Pottery -  EGG BOX  
Dye” your Easter Egg box,  

perfect for storing Easter treats!
Grades 1-6
Cost: $15.00 + $1 snack fee
Instructor: Michelle Line 
03/06/2018   3:15PM - 4:30PM
Esko Schools - S101

ECfE

Baby Buzz 
Are you looking to 

connect with other 
families who have 

a new bundle of joy in their life?  
This is a great opportunity to con-
nect with other families, have your 
child meet their first friends and get 
information and support from a li-
censed Parent Educator. 

A Parent Educator will share in-
formation with parents and give 
support as needed. The Parent 
Educator will be around at the be-
ginning of each class, but the rest 
of class will be open for parents to 
connect and play freely. There is no 
sibling care for this class.

Age Req: Birth - 10 months
Time: 7:00 PM
Sessions: 2
Cost: $10.00
03/01/2018   7:00PM - 8:00PM
Esko Schools - 
ECFE/School Readiness
03/08/2018  7:00 - 8:00PM 

Leap-N-Learn 
This is a great time for children 

to gain pre-kindergarten knowl-
edge while parents are learning 
more about how to guide their child 
through these early learning expe-
riences.  Children will explore arts 
and crafts, introduction to basic 
concepts, music and movement, 
and large muscle activities.  Class 
will meet 2 days a week for 2 hours 
on Mondays and 1 1/2 hours on Fri-
days.  Fridays will include quality 
time between parent and child.  Par-
ents will also meet, with a licensed 
parent educator, to discuss parent-
ing joys and concerns, as well as 
their child’s social, emotional, and 
physical development. Mondays 

will be a day for parents to drop 
their child off for a more child/
teacher learning experience.   Child 
must be 3 by September 30, 2017. 
Child must be potty trained to at-
tend Friday class. Please call 879-
4038 and ask for Shannon Matzdorf 
if you have any questions about this 
or any other issue.

Must be 3 years old by February 
2018.

Age Req: 3-5 years
Cost: 1st Child $ 110.00 each 
2nd Child $ 85.00 each 
Instructor: Shannon Matzdorf 
02/02/2018 through 5/4/2018
9:30AM - 11:30AM 
Esko Schools - 
ECFE/School Readiness
 

‘Men’tor Night 

Kids...bring your favorite guy and 
join us for a night of fun!  This is 
a time for children and their Dad, 
Grandpa, Uncle or other special 
guy to enjoy activities together. 
PLEASE REGISTER!

Age Req: Ages 3 - Kindergarten
Cost: First Child $6.00 each 
Each additional child in family 
$3.00 each 
Instructor: Shannon Matzdorf 
04/19/2018  6:00 - 7:00PM 

ECFE Class Fees:Families pay 
what they can best afford. Those 
who are unable to pay are still wel-
come. 

annual Income
ECFE Fee/Semester 
$50,000 +  Full Price

$30,000-$50,000  25% Discount
$10,000- $30,000  50% Discount

Under $10,000  Free

Community Education  
Office Hours:

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 
12:00- 4:00

Wednesday: 8:00- 4:00 
Friday: 8:00- 12:00
Call us at 879-4038

Email: 
mcarlson@esko.k12.mn.us, 
ggrover@esko.k12.mn.us

rEGiSTrATiON - COMMUNiTy EdUCATiON

Name: ________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

City:  ___________________________   Zip:  ________________

Home Phone: ________________ Work Phone: _______________

Email:________________________________________________
For Esko Comm. Ed. classes-Esko students please include: 

Grade:______Teacher:__________________Birthdate:_________

Class: ________________________________________________ 
Cost: ___________

Class: ________________________________________________ 
Cost: ___________
    Total Enclosed: $__________

Please send this form, with payment to 
Community Education Office  PO Box 10, Esko, MN  55733 

OR register online www.esko.k12.mn.us
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Honor Roll Quarter 2
Kyle Abrahamson 
Makayla Abrahamson 
Annabelle Adkins 
Gerald Andler 
Alexzander Barstad 
Kassandra Barstad 
Nathan Barta 
Alex Bentley 
Hunter Berg 
Cade Berger 
Camden Berger 
Cal Berglund 
Chase Bergstedt 
Tia Bertogliat 
Julia Bisel 
Caimon Bistis 
Elijah Blue 
Ashley Bolgrean 
Joshua Bolgrean 
Cassie Bottila 
Lucas Bourgeault 
Hannah Boyat 
Ian Boyat 
Dawson Broman 
Nolan Busch 
Owen Campanario 
Amber Carlblom 
Zachary Conklin 
Kaden Cosgriff 
Alora Dammann 
Dea DeLeon 

Abigail Deltano 
Olivia Dupuis 
Azrael Dusek 
Eli Erickson 
Zachariah Erkkila 
Bryce Firn 
Quinn Fischer 
Riley Fischer 
Jeremiah Foucault 
Samuel Fuller 
Olivia Gottschald 
Madeline Graddy 
Amber Greniger 
Christian Gunderson 
John Haapanen 
Sydney Hanson 
Michael Harden 
Isabelle Helberg 
Carter Herman 
Dane Hoffman 
Braden Holty 
Davriana Horvath 
Ava Ion 
Naomi Johnson 
Olivia Johnson 
Ari Juntunen 
Lucas Jurmu 
Sarah Jurmu 
Corey Kauma 
Carver Kilichowski 
Dylan Klatte 

Tyler Koskela 
Noah Koski 
Karisa Kubat 
Jordyn Landsverk 
Addison Lanthier 
Jay LaRoya 
Joseph Larson 
Kade Larson 
Alec Lathrop 
Jonah Laundergan 
James LeGarde 
Blake Leslie 
Alexis Liimatainen 
Preston Lowe 
Elise Lund 
Jacob Majerle 
Gabrielle Martenson 
Branden Matteen 
Riley McIlvain 
Alyssa Merrill 
Benjamin Meysembourg 
Logan Mills 
Haley Mullen 
Jade Myhrman 
Cody Nadeau 
Jackson Nagorski 
Ryan Nelson 
Chloe Nygren 
Tate Olson 
Wil Osborne 
Cameron Osterling 

Ella Oveson 
Ezekiel Palmer 
Lindsay Pantsar 
Autumn Parask 
Madison Parendo 
Alayna Peterson 
Mason Peterson 
Matthew Peterson 
Samantha Peterson 
Samantha Peterson 
Tyler Peterson 
Sarah Pierre 
Keegan Poppenberg 
Chase Prusi 
Lucas Pyrlik 
Thomas Pyrlik 
Jonah Randa 
Natalie Rice 
Eric Rish 
Johnathan Robertson 
Ian Rossetti 
Abby Rudnicki 
Adam Rudnicki 
Aleksander Ruemmele 
Amelia Russell Smith 
Kyle Ruuska 
Tyler Salmela 
Carter Salo 
Fletcher Schmitz 
William Schmitz 
Drake Schramm 

Gabriella Schroeder 
Jayden Slattengren 
Tyler Slattengren 
Charley Sonneman 
Gavin Sordelet 
Isaac Spehar 
Trevor Spindler 
Hannah Stark 
Jonathan Stodola 
Lora Stodola 
Morgan Stodola 
Yiyuan Stoewer 
Brooklyn Streu 
Jenna Sturm 
Hunter Sunde 
Tiffany Swenson 
Skylar Switzer 
Cassie Thompson 
Kathryn Tusken 
Jennifer VanWave 
Dylan Vinje 
Mason Vinje 
Luke Wagemaker 
Payton Wefel 
Noah Wells 
Wyatt Wickenheiser 
Emilee Wilson 
Nolan Witt 
Bridget Yellin 
Jenna Zdebski
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One Act Play

P.I.E. MEETING MINUTES
february 12, 2018

February is the month for love, and we love 
our P.I.E. group. P.I.E. extends a big heart to all 
the parents who have been involved with us this 
school year.

Treasurer’s report:
Starting Balance 01/01/2018 
$33,126.90
Deposits: $24.00
Checks: $295.00
Interest (1 month) $1.41
Ending Balance 01/31/2018 
$33,073.31

Teacher’s request $7,500.00 starting balance 
+$500.00 for knowledge bowl

Starting balance $4,933.78
 Approved in Jan- $505.00 
I love to read month prizes

$72.00 2nd grade level 2 cross number puzzles
$250.00 Music recorders and storage cases
$130.00 OSMO device
Estimated available balance $3,976.78

February is I Love to Read Month. Esko stu-
dents are doing amazing hitting their goals, and 
classrooms are working extra hard to accomplish 
each of their reading goals!

Winterquist Elementary hosted another won-
derful parent conference night. We would like to 
give huge thank you on behalf of our wonder-
ful teachers and staff for the food donation from 
Prachar Farmers Insurance for the conference 
meal and all the parents who donated the deli-
cious treats. Sara May’s Catering provided food 
for both nights and it was a huge hit with the 
teachers.

Josh Michaud will be organizing a spring Tex-
as Roadhouse Dine in Night. A percent of sales 
will go to our school. Look for a flyer that will be 
sent home with your student in April.

P.I.E. apparel will be on the agenda at our next 
meeting in March to allow us time to look over 
new designs. An online sale will be posted once 
new designs are chosen.

Year books Mrs. Mattson (Salo) our board 
passed to pay $400.00 to her for overseeing this 
project.

P.I.E. board nominations will take place at the  
March and April meetings. Elections will be held 
in May. Positions that need to be filled is Sec-
retary, co-chair/vice president, President. Please 
consider taking on a formal role for this amazing 
group. 

Teacher’s Requests: 
Manipulative 1st grade $40.00-passed
Baird 1st grade received the teachers gift card 

for having the highest number of classroom par-
ents attend. 

Next meeting will take place March 12th at 
6:00 PM in the Media Center.

Esko High School’s theater 
group performed the play ‘Tracks’ 
by Peter Tarsi for this year’s One 
Act competition. The first round 
of competition was in Two Har-
bors on January 27th where they 
played against 6 other teams from 
the area. They were awarded 2nd 
place and are able to move onto the 
next round of competition, Section-
als in Hibbing on February 3rd. The 
winner from that competition will 
have the opportunity to perform at 
the state exhibition the 2nd week of 
February. 

The troupe (clockwise from left) 
is Abigail Weber as The High 

School Girl, Marais Houser as 
The Lawyer, Michaela Olson 

as The Nun, Michelle Jokinen 
as The Businesswoman, Jager 

Christenson as The Businessman
Azrael Dusek - Scenic, Reese 
Blazejack - Hair, Makeup and 

Costume, Julia Bisel as The 
Waitress, Matthew Johnson as 

The Professor, Brianna Halling - 
Stagehand, Kemptar - Co-Director, 

Wesley Menor as The Old Man
Heather Olson - Co-Director, 

Jason Amireault - Lighting and 
Sound, Raeanna Sayovitz as The 

Homeless Girl, Zachery Moore 
as The High School Boy, Emily 

Halling - Stagehand

Theater 
group 

performs the 
play ‘Tracks’
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don’t forget to Read across 
america! 

BY
EMIly KEMPTaR 

AND aMElIa WaRdEN

Journalism Club

Friday, March 2nd is Na-
tional Read Across Ameri-
ca Day. It’s a great day to 

find some really good books! Do you need some ideas? 
Here are some good ideas we recommend: 

● “Percy Jackson” (grades 4-5)
● “Spy School” (grades 5-6)
● “Scat, Chomp, Flush, and Hoot” (grades 6-7)
● “Belly Up, Poached, Big Game, and Pandamoni-

um” (grades 5-7)  

Here are some authors we recommend:  
● Rick Riordan (Percy Jackson series and sequels)
● Wendy Mass
● Stuart Gibbs
● Spencer Quinn

If you don’t seem inter-
ested in these, then why 
don’t you check out some 
of the books other people like. 

“I love the ‘Box Car Children’ books,” explains Jera-
marie Warden. “They use their imagination to create a 
ton of things!”

Emily Davey says that the “Harry Potter” series is 
her favorite. “I like ‘Harry Potter’ because I like to read 
fantasy stories and  imagine myself in their world.”

Jason Amireault says that “Harry Potter” is also his 
favorite. 

So did you find some good book ideas? If not just 
visit our school library, they can help! Don’t forget to 
read!

BY NEvaEH BUTKIEWICZ 

Hey parents do you want to give your 
kids healthy snacks that still taste de-
licious? Well here is your answer! I’m 
Nevaeh Butkiewicz and I am in Mr. 
Nielsen’s class in the sixth grade.

Our first snack is yogurt dipped 
fruits. 

Ingredients: yogurt, fruit and a freezer. 1. First take 
out a piece of baking paper. 2. Take a spoon and put 
your fruit on it. 3. Place your fruit in the yogurt. Make 
sure the fruit is all covered. 4. Take out the fruit and 
place it on the baking paper. 5. Place the baking paper 
in the freezer. Leave for 1 hour. Take out and enjoy! 

our next snack is, mini pizzas
I know what your thinking, “THATS NOT HEALTHY! 

NEXT!” But wait, this is healthy. 
Ingredients: tortilla, fruit snacks or fruit, yogurt. 

That’s it. 1. Take your tortilla and cut it into a circle. 2. 
Next take a spoonful of yogurt and slap it on the tortilla. 
3. Spread the yogurt over the tortilla. 4. Place the fruit 
snacks on top of the yogurt and tortillas or cut up fruit. 
5. ENJOY!

our third snack is, kiwi pops
Ingredients: water, sugar, kiwis (of course) and lime 

or lemon juice. 1. Mix the sugar in hot water so the 
sugar melts. 2. Cut the kiwis into 5ths do not forget to 
peel off the skin and remove the seeds. 3. Put in a piece 
of kiwi put in a little water/sugar mix then put in anoth-

er kiwi piece. Repeat until full. 4. Place 
inside freezer for 2 hours. 5. ENJOY!

Our almost last snack is, banana dips. 
Ingredients: banana and microwave-

able dark chocolate and a popsicle stick 
or something to hold it with. 1. First 
take your banana and cut it up into 6ths 
don’t forget to take the skin off. 2. Take 
your popsicle stick and stick it in the 

banana. 3. Microwave your dark chocolate in a micro-
wavable bowl. 4. Dip your bananas in the chocolate. 5. 
Sprinkle some peanut crumbs on it (optional). 6. EN-
JOY!

Our final snack is... 
JElly fIllEd PoTaToES! 

I know what your thinking, “EW!” Well it’s not what 
you think. Ingredients: olive oil, dark chocolate, cream 
cheese, freezer, brown food coloring, and pink food col-
oring. Steps 1. Mix together olive oil and cream cheese 
together you should get smooth batter like substance.2. 
Once that is done split it in half. Put brown food color-
ing in one and pink in the other. 3. Melt dark chocolate. 
4. Put half in the brown batter and a small amount in 
the pink. (You may need to add more pink). 5. Roll  the 
brown batter into balls. 6. Freeze for 1 to 2 hours. 7. 
Once frozen cut in half. Hollow out the inside.8. Put the 
pink batter inside and freeze. 9.Once done use water to 
put the halves together.10. Put in freezer. 11. ENJOY. 

I hope you will use these fun and easy-to-do snacks 
for your kids.

Snack Time: 5 Ideas for Healthy after School Snacks

More from the Journalism Club on page 16
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ATTENTION:
families of Children ages 3 ½ to 5 years old

Early Childhood Screening is a requirement by the State of Minnesota 
prior to entering Kindergarten, and is recommended to be completed 
as early as possible between the ages of 3 ½ and 5. The next Early 
Childhood Screening will be held April 7 at the Esko Apostolic Lu-
theran Church. If your child has not received their Early Childhood 
Screening and you have not received their Early Childhood Screening 
and you have not received information through the mail by March 6th. 
Please call the community education office at 879-4038 if you have 
questions regarding screening.

Community Education programs had lots of fun with I 
LOVE to read month. We brought in many guests readers into 
our Cool Kids and School Readiness programs. Our favorite 
story happened when Mr. Harker asked our School Readiness 
4’s class if they knew what a principal does….. One student 
answered “MAGIC!”  The kids loved having new people 
reading to them in the classroom. We would like to extend a 
heartfelt Thank You to all of our readers. We hope to see you 
again next year!

I love to read month!

Esko’s School Readiness program 
is designed for 3 to 5 year olds.  Our 
class for 3 year olds and young 4 
year olds runs two days a week.  For 
4 year olds and young 5 year olds, 
the class is three days a week.

These classes are designed to pre-
pare young children with the neces-
sary skills, behavior and stability 
they will need to become success-
ful learners in Kindergarten and be-
yond.  

Our School Readiness program is 
part of the Carlton County CHILD 
Network’s Jumpstart 4 Kindergar-

ten data tracking system. This sys-
tem is used to track the progress 
of each student from preschool 
through Kindergarten.  We use this 
program to help provide individual-
ized academic support as needed.

Esko School Readiness has a 
Four Star Parent Aware rating, and 
is staffed by qualified teachers who 
are licensed in Early Childhood Ed-
ucation.  

Our classes are designed to pro-
vide a variety of fun and meaning-
ful hands on learning experiences.
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Superintendent’s Update

daTES To KNoW
March 23 – End of Quarter 3

March 26-April 2 – Spring Break
 April 12 – Esko High School Spring Conferences
 April 3 – ACT (available for all EHS juniors)
 April 12 – Esko High School Spring Conferences
 April 10 – Accuplacer  

(College in the Schools Placement Test)
 April 17 & 18 – MCA Reading (Grades 7 and 8)
 April 24 & 25 – MCA Math (Grades 7, 8 and 11)
 April 24 & 25 – MCA Reading (Grade 10)
 May 1 & 2 – MCA Science (Grades 8 and 10)

Heating and HvaC Project
The Oldest sections of our build-

ing had significant mechanical up-
grades installed over the summer 
and fall.  I am finally able to report 
that things are now completed. It 
was a longer process than we had 
anticipated, however we did get the 
improvements that we were looking 
for. 

This project has greatly improved 
our air and water quality. The Dis-
trict will also see cost savings with 
our new high-energy efficient boil-
ers, energy recovery units and LED 
lighting.  This is a significant stop to 
ensure that our school facility will 
be healthy, efficient and provide a 
long term facility for the current 
and future Esko students.   

The Board and I would like to 
thank the staff and students for be-
ing understanding during this facil-
ity improvement project.  I am very 
proud of how professional everyone 
has been.  The Board and I would 
also like to thank the parents and 
community for supporting the Dis-
trict during this project!!

Enrollment
The District entered the school 

year with the highest enrollment in 
our history.  This is something I am 
very proud of because this shows 
that families value and trust the 
educational offerings that we offer.  
This also shows that Esko is a com-
munity that families want to be a 
part of.  I believe the school should 
reflect the community and I believe 

that this is working well for our  
students.  

There is also a challenge with 
growing enrollments.  That chal-
lenge is having enough classrooms 
to accommodate the growth.  To en-
sure that we don’t outgrow our cur-
rent school facility the School Board 
limits open enrollment.  There are 
class sizes targets in place and the 
administration works to preserve 
those important targets.  The chal-
lenge is when we get a high num-
ber of students that move into the 
area.  We must and of course want 
to enroll all resident students.  This 
is an issue that the School Board 
and Administration will continue to 
look for options that are affordable 
for taxpayers. 

RaM Building
The Building next to the school 

owned by RAM Mutual Insurance 
is for sale.  The proximity of the 
building makes it ideal for the Esko 
School District.  The School Board 
is assessing the value of the build-
ing.  This building could be an ideal 
fit to address any growth that we 
may experience during the next ten 
years.  The property adjoins the cur-
rent District property and could po-
tentially be remodeled to add class-
rooms and parking for our school 
staff and students.  

The School Board will be assess-
ing the potential of the RAM Build-
ing for the long-term needs of the 
district.  The School Board is and 
has always been fiscally responsible 
and will only look at acquiring this 
property if it fits the needs of the 
District and is financially viable.  
The Board will be addressing this at 
the regular February School Board 
meeting. 

Community Use of the Building
I am quite sure that there are few 

if any school’s facilities that are 
used more than ours.  Many people 
say that the school is the hub of the 
community, which we take great 
pride in.  The youth groups play 
soccer, baseball, softball, track, 
baseball and hockey on school 
property. This doesn’t even include 
all of the other clubs that use the fa-
cility.   This is a unique partnership 
that is not evident in all communi-
ties. 

The drawback to this usage is that 
it is hard on the facilities and dif-
ficult to keep maintained for our 
staff.  The Board will be reviewing 
our facility use policy and making 
sure that we continue to be the hub 
of the community, but at the same 
time are able to maintain and super-
vise those areas.  

School Board Recognition
February 19th to the 23rd is 

School Board Recognition Week.  I 
would like to thank the Esko School 
Board for overseeing and directing 
the top performing school in the 
area and the 7th highest ranked dis-
trict in the State.  I would encour-
age you to reach out and thank our 
members for their dedication and 
leadership.  They are committed to 
doing what is best for all of our stu-
dents.  Our board members include:  
Jerry Frederick, Julian Bertogliat, 
Margaret Sunnarborg, Jeff Salo, 
Todd Rengo and Mark Nyholm.

Success!
Celebrating our success is some-

thing that I don’t do enough of.  
One reason is that we are success-
ful in just about everything, which 
sounds conceited, but is true.  I am  
 

surrounded by success each day and 
take it for granted.  The students 
and teachers work together to learn 
at the highest rates in the State.  
Our overall academic achievement 
placed our District 7th in the entire 
State of Minnesota.  To see the hard 
work of the students and staff is re-
ally impressive.  

The District continues to win 
awards in all areas.  Our sports 
teams all thrive in our area and rou-
tinely place at the top of their con-
ferences and regional tournaments. 
It only takes one look in our gym 
to see all the banners of our confer-
ence and regional championships.  

Our Math, DI and Knowledge 
Bowl teams are all very successful 
and in some cases have dominated 
for years.  These programs thrive 
with very limited budgets because 
of the commitment of students, staff 
and volunteers.

The theater and music depart-
ments provide great educational ex-
perience and have great public per-
formances and yes they, too, place 
at the top in all of the competitions 
they attend.  Our very own Jazz 
band performs all around the area 
and sounds like a group of profes-
sionals.  

Then there is our Robotics team, 
which might be the best addition to 
our school in many years.  If you 
get the chance, attend a robotics 
tournament.  You will be amazed at 
what our kids can do.  

The reason I bring this up is to 
remind everyone of the special stu-
dents and staff that work every day 
to make this a great place. There a 
number of additional groups and in-
dividuals that I didn’t even get to in 
this article, but you get the idea. 

BY AARON 
FISCHER

Esko Community Education is looking for groups 
who would like to collaborate on the planning and 

implementation of 

ESKo 
fUN dayS! 

This event can be a successful fundraiser for your group 
as well as a great event for the community.

Contact Gretchen at 
879-4038 or ggrover@esko.k12.mn.us or 

Michele at mcarlson@esko.k12.mn.us
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Winterquist Elementary News

BY BRIAN 
HARKER

IMPoRTaNT daTES
Friday, March 2:   

Grades K – 6 Olympic Day
Tuesday, March 6:   

K – 6 - Class Group Photos
Monday, March 12:   

PIE Meeting – 6:30 – library
Thursday, March 15:   

Kindercamp – 5:30 – 6:30 –  
Magic of Math

Monday, March 26 –  
Friday, March 30:   

Spring Break

Conferences
We wrapped up Parent/Teacher 

Conferences on February 1. We en-
joy conference week as a time to 
meet, share and grow together as 
a school community. Our relation-
ships with our families helps us cre-
ate an environment that is student 
centered and focussed on meeting 
the needs of each child here. Al-
though formal conferences are over 
for the year, please know that you 
can contact us at any time through-
out the year with concerns or ques-
tions. 

future Kindergarteners 
and Parents

It is time to get ready for school!
If you have a child who will be five 

years old on or before September 1, 

2018, please join us on Tuesday, 
April 3. Kindergarten Round-up 
will take place in the High School 
Theater at 5:30 pm. Please join us 
and meet the elementary staff and 
learn about the wonderful learning 
opportunities offered at Winterquist 
Elementary School. If you know 
of any out of district families that 
may be interested in attending kin-
dergarten in Esko, please let them 
know they are welcome to join us. 
Interested families can reach us at 
879-3361. 

Read across america
As you know February was “I 

Love to Read” month. This year’s 
theme was Winterquist Olympics. 
Once again a group of teachers 
did a fantastic job organizing this 

year’s activities and the students  
did a wonderful job of participat-
ing. A few days were selected to 
be our theme days in which stu-
dents had fun wearing a hat during 
school, wearing pajamas and Blue 
and Gold Day. This brought some  
added excitement to the month’s 
activities. Students worked hard 
every day to complete their read-
ing logs and reading goals. The stu-
dents that met their goals were able 
to participate in Olympic Day with 
their class. The top reading class in 
grades K-3 received a Pizza Party. 
The top reading class in grades 4-6 
was invited to the Planet 3 trampo-
line park. Both prizes were donated 
by our PIE group. Thank you PIE!
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Around Town
TOWN OF THOMSON NOTICE

aNNUal ToWN MEETING
Tuesday, March 13, 2018

The Annual Meeting of the Town of Thomson will be held on Tuesday, 
March 13, 2018 in the Town Board Room at the Thomson Town Hall, 25 
E. Harney Road, Esko at 7:00 p.m.

Residents attending this meeting will approve the 2019 tax levy to be 
certified on the 2019 property taxes.

Incase of inclement weather, the Annual Meeting will be held on Tues-
day, March 20, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.

Rhonda Peleski, Clerk/Treasurer
Town of Thomson
879-9719

MINUTES
ToWN BoaRd MEETING
JaNUaRy 4, 2018

 Present: Terry Hill, Tony Compo, Ruth Janke, Bill Gerard, 
Rhonda Peleski
Absent:  Jason Paulson

Chairperson Janke called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town 
Board Room at the Town Hall.

Nominations were requested for the position of Board Chairperson.  Ge-
rard nominated Janke for the position.  Second by Hill.  There being no 
further nominations, Janke was elected unanimously as Chairperson.

Hill nominated Gerard as Board Vice-chairperson.  Second by Compo.  
There being no further nominations, Gerard was elected unanimously as 
Vice-chairperson.

The list of Board appointments was reviewed.  No action was taken 
pending Paulson’s arrival at the meeting.

Compo made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting 
with one correction.  Second by Hill.  Motion carried.

Gerard made a motion to approve the current vouchers in the amount of 
$ 62,721.34 (Check #’s 42782-42822) and the remaining 2017 vouchers 
in the amount of $ 5,991.39 (Check #’s 42780, 42781) to pay payroll and 
due bills and electronic payments in the amount of $ 35,537.51.  Second 
by Compo.  Motion carried.  

Three quotes were received for crushing 10,000 yards of gravel.  After 
discussion regarding location of pit and quality of the class-5, a motion 
was made by Compo with a second by Janke to award the contract to De-
caigny Excavating.   Motion carried.  A request will be made for the certi-
fication of the class-5 gravel before delivery is taken and payment made.

Joe Jurewicz, MSA, was present to update the Board on the E. Harney 
Road railroad crossing upgrades.  He has been speaking with MNDOT 
representatives regarding the federally funded project.  They feel that pav-
ing the approaches to this crossing fits within the scope of the project.

 A work session to develop a proposed 2018 levy will be scheduled for 
Feb 20 at 6:00.

Jurewicz provided the pay applications from Ulland Brothers for the 
paving on E. Stark Road and the pavement patching on Erickson Road.

A motion was made by Hill with a second by Compo to approve the Ul-
land Brothers pay application in the amount of $ 15,428.50 for the pave-
ment patching on Erickson Road.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Gerard with a second by Hill to approve pay ap-
plication # 1 from Ulland Brothers in the amount of $ 352,001.76 for the 
paving of E. Stark Road.  Motion carried.

Dan Stangle, Zoning Official, provided a summary of his activities from 
the previous year.  He currently continues working with Peleski and Pritch-
ett on the private road policy and other ordinances.

Kyle Gustafson, Fire Chief, provided a summary of 2017 fire department 
activities.  

Discussion was held on the annual Inflow and Infiltration / Fats, Oils, 

and Grease report for WLSSD.  Jurewicz provided the Board with infor-
mation regarding flow increases and suggestions for making the sewer 
system more compliant.   There is also the issue of the Town adopting a 
sewer ordinance that requires annual inspections of 10 % of lateral sewer 
hookups.  A meeting will be planned with Jurewicz, Paulson and staff be-
fore the meeting with WLSSD.

Discussion was held on reducing speed limits on Towns roads that meet 
the State’s required criteria for allowing such changes.  Stangle provided 
a list of 78 Town roads that would meet the State’s criteria.   After further 
discussion the consensus of the Board is to not make any changes.  Other 
channels such as law enforcement or speaking to the offenders should be 
pursued.   

Discussion continued on the list of Board appointments.  A motion was 
made by Compo with a second by Hill to approve the following list of of-
fice and committee appointments:

Clerk/Treasurer   Rhonda Peleski
Deputy Clerk/Treasurer  Leah Pykkonen
Assistant Weed Inspector  Logan Saline
Legal Counsel    Rudy, Gassert, Yetka, Pritchett, and 

Helwig PA
Engineer    MSA Professional Services
Official Newspaper   Cloquet Pine Journal
Insurance Agent    Arrowhead Insurance Agency – 

Don Waller
Depositories    Republic Bank
Wells Fargo
North Shore Bank of Commerce
Health Officer    Carlton County Health Officer
Road Foreman   David Black
Zoning Official   Daniel Stangle
 
Liaison Positions:
School Board   Jason Paulson
Community Education  Jason Paulson                                    
Joint Sports & Recreation  Tony Compo                        
Parks and Trees   Bill Gerard                                         
Town Hall    Ruth Janke
Public Safety
 Animal Control   Terry Hill
 Carlton County Sheriff’s Dept. Terry Hill  
 Fire    Tony Compo
 Fire Chief   Kyle Gustafson
Sewer and Water   Jason Paulson
Planning and Zoning  Ruth Janke
Economic Development  Terry Hill
Environmental and Recycling Bill Gerard
Personnel Committee  Rhonda Peleski
     Terry Hill
     Ruth Janke
     Department Head as needed
     Legal Counsel as needed
Bank Statement Reviewer  Tony Compo
Administrative   Ruth Janke
County Board   Bill Gerard – Terry Hill, Alternate
Duluth Urban Watershed 
    Advisory Council   Bill Gerard

Motion carried.
A motion to adjourn was made at 7:23 p.m. by Gerard with a second by 

Compo.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted, 
Rhonda Peleski, Clerk/Treasurer Ruth Janke, Chairperson
Town of Thomson
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JaNUaRy 18, 2018

 Present: Bill Gerard, Terry Hill, Tony Compo (late), Jason Paulson, 
Rhonda Peleski, David Pritchett
Absent:  Ruth Janke

Vice-chairperson Gerard called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Town Board Room at the Town Hall.

Hill made a motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  
Second by Gerard.  Motion carried.

Paulson made a motion to approve the current vouchers in the amount 
of $ 512,562.08 (Check #’s 42823 – 42860) to pay payroll and due bills 
and electronic payments in the amount of $ 8,605.13.  Second by Hill.  
Motion carried.

December receipts in the amount of $ 737,739.62 and December fund 
balances were reviewed.

Three quotes were received for installing an electrical outlet inside the 
entrance to the Town Hall.  A motion was made by Paulson with a second 
by Hill to accept the low quote from Parson Electric in the amount of  $ 
200.00.  Motion carried.

Don Waller was present to review the renewal information for the 
Town’s insurance with League of Minnesota Cities.  No changes will be 
made to the Town’s Liability/Property and Workers Compensation poli-
cies.

Fire Chief Kyle Gustafson reviewed estimates for repairs needed for 
the ladder truck.  One vendor would only provide the costs of repairing 
a similar truck for a different fire department since they wouldn’t know 
what repairs were needed until they could look closer at it.  A quote in the 
amount of $ 8,156.98 was received from Hansen’s Welding.  This quote 
included the cost of replacing the current strobe lights with LED lights.  
A motion was made by Paulson with a second by Hill to approve the 
quote received from Hansen’s Welding with up to a 15% change order 
for the additional repair of an oil leak.  This is pending the receipt by the 
Town Clerk of the other quote from Emergency Apparatus Maintenance.   
Motion carried.  This expense will be taken from the Capital Improve-
ment Fund. 

Gustafson also reported that the fire department is looking at purchas-
ing water rescue equipment jointly with the Carlton Fire Department.   
Also meetings continue to be held for the planning of the mock crash at 
Esko School in April.

Town Engineer Joe Jurewicz discussed the annual inflow and infiltra-
tion / FOG report that will be submitted to WLSSD by Feb 15.  There 
are some areas of the sewer system that will need to be televised in 2018 
to determine the next areas to be lined and repaired.  He also reviewed 
the new requirement that at least 10 % of the lateral connections to the 
Town’s sewer lines will need to be inspected each year.   Some of these 
can be done when a house is sold but the Town will need to decide when 
the other inspections will be completed.

Paulson reported that he is now on the Arrowhead Regional Develop-
ment Commission as the Carlton County township representative.

Paulson has completed the MN Department of Revenue on-line training 
for the Local Board of Appeal and Equalization.

Two local contractors were at the Town Hall to gather more informa-
tion on the proposed remodel of the Town Office area,  A quote will be 
submitted.  They’ll also submit a separate quote for improvements to the 
storage area in the Board Room.

A motion to adjourn was made at 7:30 p.m. by Paulson with a second 
by Compo.  Motion carried.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Rhonda Peleski, Clerk/Treasurer
Bill Gerard, Vice-Chairperson
Town of Thomson

THoMSoN ToWN offICE
The Thomson Town Office is located at 25 E. Harney Road. 
The regular office hours are Monday - Friday, 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM

ToWN Hall RENTalS
Remember: The Town Hall is available for private rentals.  
Contact the Town Office at 879-9719 for details or visit our website:   
thomson.govoffice.net

From Our 
School Board

Clerk’s Minutes 
 
The Esko Board of Education, Independent School District No. 99, Esko, Minnesota, held their regular 
board meeting on Tuesday, December 12, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. in the board conference room. 
 
Members present:  Julian Bertogliat, Jerry Frederick, Mark Nyholm, Jeff Salo, Margaret Sunnarborg and 
Superintendent Aaron Fischer.  Member absent:  Todd Rengo.  Jeff Salo appointed Clerk Pro Tem. 
 
Call the Meeting to Order 
Chairperson Julian Bertogliat called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
Moved by Jerry Frederick, second by Jeff Salo to approve the agenda.  Motion carried by unanimous 
vote. 
 
Approval of Consent Agenda Items 
Moved by Mark Nyholm, second by Margaret Sunnarborg to approve the Consent Agenda: 

• Approve the minutes of the November 28, 2017 regular school board meeting. 
• Approve the checks as follows: 

Date Check #s Total 
11/29/17 84531-84579 $106,108.03 
12/12/17 84580-84662 $67,911.73* 
*=pending Treasurer’s review. 

• Personnel. 
o Parental Leave Request from Kristine Baird. 

• Treasurer’s Report – November 2017. 

Date 
Payroll 
Type November 2017 Checks Direct Deposits 

Electronic 
Payments Grand Total 

11/15/17 Regular # 106007-106056 For $106,270.39 $222,811.60 $165,020.50 $494,102.49 
11/30/17 Regular # 106057-106107 For $101,805.97 $191,970.92 $141,692.83 $435,469.72 

Date Acct. Transferred From Acct. Transferred Into Amount 
11/09/17 Assoc. Bank (PMA)Bond Acct Assoc. Bank (PMA) Oper. Acct. $241.59 
11/30/17 Assoc. Bank (PMA)Bond Acct Assoc. Bank (PMA) Oper. Acct. $250,000.00 
11/30/17 Assoc. Bank (PMA) Republic Bank $680,000.00 
Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 
Accept Letter of Resignation from Hannah Dunbar 
Moved by Jeff Salo, second by Mark Nyholm to accept a letter of resignation from Hannah Dunbar from 
Cool Kids effective December 22, 2017, and approve to post for resulting open position. Motion carried 
by unanimous vote. 
 
Approve Robert W. Baird & Co. to Facilitate Offering and Issuance of Certificates of Participation 
Moved by Jerry Frederick, second by Jeff Salo to approve Robert W. Baird & Co. to facilitate offering 
and issuance of Certificates of Participation. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 
Substitute Driver DOT Physicals 
The Board discussed the pros and cons of District contribution/payment towards substitute bus driver 
DOT physical expense and decided not to set this precedent. Item died for lack of a motion. 
 
Discussion:  RAM Mutual Building 
The Committee did meet with RAM officials and made a tentative offer. This is contingent upon many 
other items falling into place before it is brought to the Board for action to approve or disapprove. 
 
Discussion:  Leasing Space to Northern Lights Special Education Cooperative 
Superintendent Aaron Fischer has spoken with NLSEC regarding the rental of space in the RAM building 
for the next school year should the District purchase the property. He has also spoken to other agencies 
regarding potential lease costs. 
 
Discussion:  Hall of Fame Display Board 
Technology Coordinator Angie Orvedahl has been obtaining quotes from vendors on digital display 
boards. Supt. Fischer discussed some possible options for different types of display screens and a possible 
location to place them. 
 
Discussion:  Youth Agreements 
Supt. Fischer initiated Board discussion regarding the expanded wants of youth organizations to use 
District fields and facilities, including during the seasons of our regular athletics. 
 
Approve the World’s Best Workforce Summary 2016/2017 
Moved by Jeff Salo, second by Jerry Frederick to approve the World’s Best Workforce Summary 
2016/2017 as presented. Copy on file in the office of the Superintendent and on the District website. 
Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 
Administrative Reports 
Principals’ Reports: 
High School – Principal Greg Hexum updated the Board on the steps and activities going into the 
American Indian Aid that the District is in the process of obtaining. He discussed the ongoing process and 
communicating with all the people involved in all activities to coordinate supervision of these activities 
and reported seeing progress in this area. Mr. Hexum reported that with the holiday season upon us, there 
is a lot of volunteering and sponsorship activities taking place such as the Spirit of Giving, the choir 
singing at Bentleyville, etc. He advised that Rob Lucas is the new deputy working in Esko and that he has 
been very present in school activities and in the community. 
Board Committee Reports: 
Jerry Frederick – The District electronic sign is up and he thanked Michele Carlson, Community 
Education Director, Angie Orvedahl, Technology Coordinator, and Tony Compo, Head Custodian for 
their work.  He reported that Robotics is becoming very active and discussed an augmented reality 
sandbox. 
Mark Nyholm – RAM building committee meetings. 
Julian Bertogliat – RAM building committee meetings, ARCC meeting on Thursday. 
Superintendent’s Report: 
Supt. Aaron Fischer reported: 

• The balancer for the heating system is working on the system this week. 
• A punch list of the items Boldt & LHB would like to complete by the end of the month has been 

received.  
 
Congratulations & Commendations 
Jerry Frederick and Michele Carlson for their work and labor on the installation of the new electronic 
sign. 
 
Open Forum 
Kim Carlson was present and spoke regarding the physicals required for substitute bus drivers. 
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business, moved by Jeff Salo, second by Mark Nyholm to adjourn at 7:32 p.m.  
Motioned carried by unanimous vote. 
 
Jeff Salo, Clerk Pro Tem 
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Sports
 

Northland Baseball School 

June 11th—14th, 2018 

Braun Park, Cloquet MN 
 

If you want your young player to learn the right way to play the game  
in a fun-filled environment, then this is the positive experience you are looking for!  

Campers will learn the Fundamentals of throwing, catching, hitting and base running.  
Games will be played each day! 

Camp Highlights (Ages 5-14): 
Warm-up 

• Kids will learn the proper way to prepare for practice through proper stretching, running, 
and throwing. A vital component to growth and high level performance. 

 
Hitting Fundamentals 

• Designed for the baseball player that wants to improve his /her swing mechanics and 
mental awareness at the plate.  

• You will not only learn sound fundamental swing mechanics but also the tools  
necessary to develop a mental plan at the plate.  

• We will teach zone hitting to help you develop the swing necessary to hit to all fields 
increasing your batting average. 

Fielding 
Everybody loves offense, but defense wins games. Campers will learn not only proper fielding 
techniques but also:  

• The secret to using your feet;  
• Positioning; starting low;  
• Attacking;  
• Balance;  
• Gripping after a ground ball;  
• Backhand plays;  
• Plays on the run/slow plays.  
• Campers will also learn glove sizes relevant to age specific positions. 

Pitch, Catch & Hit 
This is an intensive learning experience for the player that has a sincere desire to concentrate 
on developing their skills as a catcher or pitcher.   

• Players will be instructed on the fundamentals in all areas that relate to being a pitcher 
or a catcher, and with teaching and training on the skill of hitting.   

Future Stars Camp (Ages 5-7) 
This camp is designed for the beginning baseball star. We will focus on the basic fundamentals 
in a positive, safe and fun environment.  These include: 

• Throwing,  
• Catching,  
• Fielding,  
• Base Running,  
• Hitting  
The coaching staff will teach the proper way to hold a ball and bat along with proper 
throwing and swing techniques in a simplistic way that your child will understand and enjoy.  

***This camp is only a half day and will run from 9:00 am—12:00 noon Monday—
Thursday. Lunch is not provided at the Future Stars Camp

  
PLAYERS SHOULD BRING/WEAR: 
· Water 
· Baseball Pants & Cleats 
· Bat 
· Baseball Glove and Batting Glove  
    (if needed) 
 

EXPERT  YOUTH/HIGH SCHOOL/ 
COLLEGE COACHING: 
University of Minnesota-Duluth 
University of North Dakota 
College of St. Scholastic 
University of Wisconsin-Superior 
Cloquet/Esko/Carlton/Barnum Youth 
Coaches and High School Players

Registration- online registration available at www.cloquetbsa.org – Open March16-May 16

Player Name:       

Age (at time of camp):      

DOB:        

City:      State:       Zip:    

Work/Cell #: ( )     

Email:        

School:        

Position:       

Shirt Size: YS    YM    YL   YXL    S    M     L    XL 

Please check the age your player will be at the start of camp: 
� 5-7  � 8-9  � 10-11 � 12-14 
 
Specialty Camps: 
___ Future All Stars- Ages 6-7 ($135) Half-day, no lunch 
___ Instructional League Camp- Ages 8-9 ($145) Lunch provided 
___ Minor Leaguer- Ages 10-11 ($145) Lunch provided 
___ Big Leagues- Ages 12-14 ($145) Lunch provided 

* Scholarships are available- contact pcdushkin@msn.com for more information 

*All campers will receive a performance T-shirt and lunch catered by B & B foods.   If 
your camper has an allergy, please specify:_________________________________  
 

Please mai l  reg i s trat ion fo rm and  payment to : 
330 Lake Ave Cloquet, MN 55720 

Please make checks payable to: CYBSA 
Questions regarding registration can be directed to: pcdushkin@msn.com 

Special thanks to our sponsors!!!! 

   

 Cloquet Youth Baseball    
 Michaud Distributing--Outdoor Advantage-- Gunelson Family Dental 

SPRING SEaSoN foR 
TRaPSHooTING 

Grades 7th - 12th
Sign up deadline March 15th

Must have a gun safety certificate 
Call Curt Tranah for more information 

 218-590-8738

Youth SUMMER 
Baseball & Softball

Registration for youth SUMMER 
baseball, softball and t-ball for ages 4-18 

will be February 1st - March 10th. 
All registration will be online only. 

Information can be found on our website at 
www.eskoyouthsports.org. 

Like our Facebook page at Esko 
Youth Baseball/Softball Association. 

For any questions email 
eskolittleleague@gmail.com

Hall of famers

Ron Tondryk, left, and Dale Tondryk frame a poster commemorating 
Esko’s 1975 state football championship at the second Esko Sports 
Alliance Hall of Fame induction luncheon at the Dry Dock.  Ron 
Tondryk was a freshman on the 1975 while his brother Dale was a 
senior co-captain.  In addition to the 1975 team, other inductees were 
Mel Koivisto, the late Mike Antilla, Julian Bertogliat and Nikki (Flynn) 
Gregg.  (Photo courtesy of Esko Sports Alliance)

ESa Hof 2018 fB STaTE CHaMPS
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Community Church
ST. MATTHEWS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

And Little Eskomo Lutheran Preschool 
A family of believers grounded in, growing in and reaching out in Christ 

4 Elizabeth Avenue - Esko, MN 55733 
218.879.3510 - www.stmatthewsesko.org 

 
Pastor Jeffrey Walther & Pastor Tom Brinkley 

 
Sundays -  Worship:  8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
 
Lent Worship – Wednesdays - March 7, 14, 21 

6:30 p.m. 
  (Soup Supper 5:30 -6:15 p.m.)            
 
Palm Sunday Cantata - March 25 
  “Our Father” A Journey through the Lord’s Prayer 
  8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  
 
Maundy Thursday – March 29 
  6:30 p.m. with Holy Communion 
 
Good Friday Service – March 30 
  6:30 p.m.  Youth Led Worship Service 
 
Easter Sunday Worship – April 1 – He is Risen! 

6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service with Holy Communion 
8:00 a.m. Festival Service with Holy Communion 
10:30 a.m. Festival Service with Holy Communion 
7:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Easter Breakfast  
 

	  	  

“Our Father” A Journey through the Lord’s Prayer
Choir Cantata by Pepper Choplin
Sunday March 25th at St. Matthews
8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  worship services

Sometimes, when we pray the Lord’s Prayer, we simply 
recite it out of habit without grasping its power.  Come and 
connect personally with the prayer.  Share a signi�cant 
moment of communion with God.  With highly original 
music and thoughtful narration, one of the most beloved 
passages is turned into a musical presentation with 
teaching moments for the choir and congregation.
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School Lunch Menu

MARCH 2018

Breakfast is served from 7:50 - 8:10 am
No Charging Meals

Alternate menu for grades 
7-12 only. Subject to change.

Daily ala carte options 
available for grades 9-12.

view student’s meal accounts on Parent 
Portal www.esko.k12.mn.us

Bookmobile 
Schedule

Come and check out 
some books in the 
Northwood United 
Methodist Church 

parking lot. 
9:30-10:30 AM

March 19
april 9, 30 

May 21
June 11

July 2, 23 
august 13

What’s for lunch?
BY layla HaGElIN 
AND SoPHIa PaNGER

Journalism Club

“Whats for lunch?” I bet you’ve 
heard people ask this very question. 
Lunch time is one of the most im-
portant parts of your day. Do you 
ever wonder what’s in people’s 
lunches? Well read on to find out.

Caitlin Kluenenberg, grade 5, has 
the school lunch every day. Her fa-
vorite hot lunch is taco-in-a-bag.  
She says it’s the best because,” 

it’s the perfect combo of chips and 
food.” She wishes that there was 
pineapples and pickles in her lunch.

Madi Slygh brings a lunch every 
day. In her lunch, her parents pack 
sandwiches and lunchables. Her fa-
vorite lunch is spaghetti and pizza. 
She wishes that there was more fruit 
in her lunch.

Isabelle Haapala eats the food at 

school. Her favorite lunch is Chick-
en Alfredo she says, “because it 
tastes good.” She doesn’t like toma-
toes and does not want them in her 
lunch. But she would love a bread-
stick. 

So if you ever have asked your-
self “what do people eat at school?” 
I hope we helped answer that ques-
tion. 


